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On a Variable Star. By the Astronomer Royal. 

The Astronomer Royal desires to draw the attention of the 
Society to the star B.A. C. 3345, of which the variability seems 
to be very great. In the last year, 1856, several attempts were 
made to observe it, amongst other moon-culminating stars set 
down in the Nautical Almanac for 1859, but in every instance 
without success. In its stead, 19 Leonis , which precedes it by a 
few seconds of time, was observed four times; and a star which 
precedes 19 Leonis by ten seconds was observed twice, while 
nothing whatever was visible at the exact position of the star 
sought for. The observers reported the circumstance, and were 
directed to keep a vigorous watch for the missing star. 

This year no difficulty has been found in observing it, four 
observations having been already made of it. On April 11 it was 
observed by Mr. Criswick, who remarks that it is the second 
of two stars visible in the field, and of a blood-red colour com¬ 
pared with the other star. Mr. Dunkin, who observed it on 
April 17, remarks that its colour was very red. These observers 
consider its magnitude at the times of observation to be the 7th. 

The star is identical with Lalande 19197, who marks it as of 
the 9th magnitude. In Mayer’s Catalogue, as revised by Mr. 
Baily ( Mem . R. A. S. vol. iv.), it is No. 420. 

It is also identical with Piazzi IX. 176, and is marked of the 
8th magnitude. In Taylor’s Madras Catalogue it is marked of 
the 7th magnitude. Finally, in Argelander’s Uranometria Nova 
it is called variable. 

The statement here given will, it is hoped, induce astronomers 
to watch the star during the present season, before it approaches 
too closely to conjunction with the sun. 


Discovery of another Small Planet. 


Another member, the forty-third, of the group of small planets 
circulating between Mars and Jupiter , was discovered at Oxford 
on the 15th of April by Mr. Norman Pogson, in comparing with 
the heavens one of his MSS. charts. The following are Mr. 
Pogson’s first observations,— 


1857. 

April 15 


G.M.T. 

li in s 

?3 34 14 
13 57 ™ 
15 2 4 3 1 


App. R.A. 
h m s 
13 30 19*96 

30 18*98 

30 15*26 


App. N.P.D. 
o / // 

io 5 43 2 '5 
42 56*7 

42 36*3 


Intelligence was circulated throughout the country on the two 
following days; and observations from Greenwich, Cambridge, and 
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Liverpool, will be found in the present Number. So far as we 
have heard at present, Mr. Pogson has no one to share his honours 
with him on the present occasion. 

Observations. 


Liverpool. Equatorial. (Mr. Hartnup.) 


1857. 

G.M.T. 

R.A. 

Log| 

N.P.D. 

D>g| 

April 18 

h in s 

h m 8 


0/0 


9 54 35*7 

13 27 30*64 

-8-305 

105 23 40*7 

-9*9584 


10 14 32*4 

29*79 

— 8*230 

34*9 

-9*9614 


10 34 28 9 

28*98 

-8-134 

30*0 

-9*9638 

19 

9 4 6 4°'3 

13 26 31*63 

-8-315 

105 16 43*4 

- 9*9577 


9 58 3 S ’3 

3 I *23 

-8-273 

39*6 

- 9*9596 


IO TO 36*2 

3°*75 

— 8*225 

36*1 

—9*9613 

20 

9 4 i 45*5 

13 25 32*69 

-8-315 

105 9 38*3 

- 9*9574 


9 53 43*3 

32*21 

— 8-273 

35*6 

-9*9592 


10 5 41*2 

31*82 

— 8*225 

3°*4 

—9*9610 


The observations are corrected for refraction. 


The following is the assumed mean place of the Star of Com¬ 
parison for Jan. 0*1857, deduced from the Greenwich and Edin¬ 
burgh Observations :— 

h m s o / h 

B. A. C. 4494. R.A. 13 19 49*78. N.P.D. 105 13 51*64. 


Cambridge. 

1857. G.M.T. 

h m s 

April 17 10 37 31*6 

18 10 25 34*9 


Equatorial. (Prof. Challis.) 

R.A. pxA N.P.D. qxA £“ m ° p f Star, 

h m s s o in // 

13 28 29*26 —0*104 io 5 3° 5*4 — 7*85 8 q 
13 27 30*04 —0*115 105 23 14*8 —7*83 8 q 


The star (q) is H.C. 25079 and 25080, and its assumed mean place 1857*0 is 
R.A. = 13 11 26™ 59 s *93, N.P.D. = 105° 35' 9"*6 as given by the Catalogue. 


Observations of Comet I., 1857 (D’Arrest’s). 


Cambridge. 

Equatorial. 

(Prof. Challis.) 

1857. 

G.M.T. 

R.A. 

p x A 

N.P.D. qx A 

No. of 
Comp. 

Star. 

March 4 

h m s 

h m s 

s 

O / n a 


16 43 34*1 

22 I CO9 

—0*404 

59 34 50*2 —6*12 

8 

a 

28 

8 13 40*5 

I 43 18*20 

+°-495 

43 28 28*2 5*56 

5 

b 

April 2 

8 58 20*6 

2 48 32*6l 

0 

00 

45 24 32*9 5*68 

12 

c 

*5 

9 3 ° 59 "° 

4 47 42*57 

*0*414 

57 35 * 3*9 5*94 

6 

d 

16 

8 52 32*7 

4 54 T 4’45 

4 0*410 

58 34 59*0 -5*50 

6 

e 
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